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MLK Jr. Day of Observance and Celebration premieres this
week
JANUARY 18, 2022
Marshall presented the virtual program “Lest We Forget…Memorable MLK Letters and
Speeches” in observance and celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Monday. It is available
online on Marshall’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/marshallu.
The program features readings of letters and speeches by King, including “Letter to Coretta,”
which was written in 1960 and “The Other America,” written in 1967. Other features include
musical selections by Marshall School of Music faculty members Dr. Carline Waugh and Dr.
Henning Vauth. Marshall President Brad D. Smith and Vice President for Student Affairs
Maurice Cooley will also give special remarks.
“Dr. King is among the widest and most spiritually gifted humans ever,” said Cooley, who is
also the vice president for intercultural affairs at Marshall. “The title of our program, ‘Lest We
Forget,’ has its origin in the very scripture that he often taught us from. We must not forget
serious history and matters that have occurred in the past, if we have hope of preparing ourselves
for the future. We are pleased to offer some of his most memorable, but lesser-known, speeches
and letters, as eloquent and moving as those that are common.”
Burnis Morris, Carter G. Woodson professor of journalism and mass communications at
Marshall, says it’s important to pause and remember King’s accomplishments because his work
transformed America and forced it to live up to the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution.
“Dr. King’s impact cannot be overstated,” said Morris. “His work showed how local citizens can
band together and bring about needed change in city councils, school boards, legislatures and
business. He awakened universities and schools across the country to what needed to be done to
begin addressing our problems. Our community must continue to follow, learn and observe from
his vision and commitment.”
Cooley and Morris recently appeared on WSAZ-TV’s “First Look at Four,” discussing the
program and the importance of remembering Dr. King’s work and using it as a catalyst to move
forward. To view the segment, click here.

Art exhibits set to open this month in Huntington
JANUARY 18, 2022
The School of Art and Design is presenting two new art exhibits this month at its galleries in
Huntington. Its 11th Annual National Juried Exhibition is underway and will continue through
Friday, Feb. 11, in the Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery inside the Visual Arts Center, at
927 Third Ave. in downtown Huntington. Rebellious will be on view from Monday, Jan. 24,
through Friday, Feb. 25, at Birke Art Gallery in Smith Hall on the Huntington campus.
The 11th Annual National Juried Exhibition brings together artwork by artists from more than a
dozen states, including a handful from West Virginia and even a few Marshall students. Visitors
will see 25 works of art including painting, sculpture, drawing, traditional and experimental
photography, video and ceramics.
The juror for this year’s exhibition is Dr. Sarah Magnatta, an art historian and educator based in
Denver, Colorado. Her area of expertise is in global contemporary art.
“The notion of ‘Capturing the present’ emerged as a unifying framework,” Magnatta said. “The
artists included in this exhibition, through a wide range of mediums and methods, have brought
various notions of time to the fore.”

The Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. The
public is invited to a reception for the 11th Annual National Juried Exhibition from 4 to 5:30
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 20. Award winners will be announced in a short program at 5 p.m. The event
will also be livestreamed over Instagram @marshalluartanddesign.
Meanwhile, in the Birke Art Gallery, Rebellious will be on view from Jan. 24 – Feb.
25. Rebellious is a solo exhibition of figure drawings by artist Lindsey Guile. Guile is a selfdescribed body and fat-liberation artist exploring concepts of self-image through the lens of
contemporary feminist theory.
Guile’s “sensitive, larger than life-size drawings grace the walls of the gallery, commanding
space and literally embodying resistance,” said Jamie Platt, director of galleries for the School of
Art and Design. The subjects of Guile’s drawings, all women, many of them nude, are not
merely models but collaborators, contributing to the form and content in the work.
“Their bodies are presented not as objects, but for their humanity. Unapologetic and resilient,
Lindsey Guile is determined to normalize all the shapes our bodies take,” Platt said.
“Rebellious is a gorgeous show. It gives me chills. Lindsey draws you in with her tremendous
skill and then, when you realize what you’re seeing, all these important questions bubble up.
Visitors should come prepared to examine their own feelings.”
The public is invited to attend a reception for Rebellious from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10.
Guile will be on hand to give a talk about her work. A word of caution to parents of young
children: this show does contain nudity. For gallery hours call 304-696-4312 or visit the
website, www.marshall.edu/art-galleries.
Due to the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic, visitors to both exhibitions will be required to wear
masks regardless of vaccination status. All events are subject to changes. For up-to-date
information, please call 304-696-7299 or visit the website www.marshall.edu/art-galleries.

School of Art and Design presenting ‘Conceptions of Flight’
exhibit at South Charleston campus
JANUARY 18, 2022
Marshall art students and alumni, under the leadership of Professor Sandra Reed from Marshall’s
School of Art and Design, are presenting the Conceptions of Flight exhibit this week through
Friday, Feb. 18, at the library gallery of the Academic Center on Marshall’s South Charleston
campus.

The exhibition is possible through American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds earmarked for the arts. It
features works from 11 Marshall students and three alumni. Artists, whose creations explore
various concepts related to flight, have focused on everything from memories of international
travel and a hot air balloon ride to birds, mythological creatures and individuals, as well as
concepts related to mental health. The students who have participated include Barb Lavalley
Benton, Jillian Brown, Nicole Carey, Kayley Dillon, Silas Endicott, Emily Fuller, Baylee
Grueser, Haylee Reggi, Gracie Stephens, Ethan Willis and Jacob Wood. The Marshall alumni
who participated are Shyanna Ashcraft, Julianna Geyer and Madelyn Hill.
A public reception is planned for 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 20, at the Library Gallery on the South
Charleston Campus.
This was an optional project for the students, who exceeded her expectations, said Reed, grant
author and exhibition project coordinator. As she designed the Advanced Drawing course in
which the students’ work originated, Reed chose “Flight” as a drawing project theme in
recognition of the confluence of the 50th anniversary of the 1970 plane crash and Marshall’s
development of an aviation program that is based in Charleston.
“I trust our students to bring their values and their personal narratives to whatever they create,
and these form a basis of connection for an audience,” Reed said. “The students explored flight
in its primary and secondary definitions, considering it as both flying and fleeing and flights of
the imagination, and reflected on flight as both a noun and a verb.
“Though the exhibition originated in an advanced drawing studio course, in line with the
objectives of the School of Art and Design curriculum, our visual art students are comfortable
working across disciplines. Visitors to the exhibition will see drawings in traditional drawing
media such as pastel, ink, watercolor and graphite. However, they will also see threedimensional drawings, oil paintings, numerous mixed media works and glazed stoneware.”
Coupled with the exhibition will be a “zine,” a small, self-published, low-tech magazine, which
highlights the pieces featured in the exhibit.
“You might go to see the exhibition in person, read the artist statement in the zine, and then
listen to the artist’s audio commentary online,” said Reed, who in April 2021 was honored as the
26th Distinguished John Deaver Drinko Academy Fellow. “So, we hope that all of this adds up
to something memorable, meaningful and impactful for both the viewers and the students
themselves. This exhibition is providing a tremendous amount of professional practice for the
students.”
The West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and History created the American Rescue Plan:
Project Support for Individual Artists grants to provide “project support for individual artists to
create visual, performance, or literary works of art aimed at helping their communities heal from
the impact of COVID-19.”
Conceptions of Flight has been supported by an ARP Individual Artist Project grant. The grant
inspired collaboration with Dr. Rachael Peckham, a professor of English at Marshall and the

author-collaborator for Conceptions of Flight. Peckham characterized this as a “dream project,”
visiting with the artists and presenting a reading from one of her recent works regarding flight
and personal loss, Reed said. Peckham will also host a related literary event at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 3, in the library gallery on the South Charleston campus, to inspire visitors to engage with
the artwork from their own life experiences.
Also involved was Savannah Julian, a 2021 alumna of the School of Art and Design, who has
been a design collaborator for this project, creating the zine, as well as publicity and online
materials. If the pandemic precludes in-person attendance, the address for an exhibition website,
with the zine, video tour, audio commentary will be available on the homepage of the Marshall’s
South Charleston library (https://www.marshall.edu/musclibrary/).
The exhibit is a wonderful opportunity for Marshall to invite the public to campus to learn and
reflect, after the seclusion that many have experienced during the pandemic, Lynne Edington,
then director of library services at the South Charleston campus, said in a letter of support for the
project.
“During the pandemic, most Marshall classes were held online, a transition that came about very
quickly out of necessity,” Edington said. “Buildings were closed. Venues for student exhibits, a
critical piece of any art student’s portfolio and development, ceased to exist. Having student and
faculty art return to our library brings back a sense of normalcy for both Marshall and for the
community at large. I believe it could have a restorative effect for all who visit, especially after
months of little activity.”
This program is presented with financial assistance from the West Virginia Departments of Arts,
Culture, and History, and the National Endowment for the Arts, with approval from the West
Virginia Commission on the Arts.

Marshall to test MU Alert Jan. 26
JANUARY 12, 2022
A test of the MU Alert emergency messaging
system will be conducted Wednesday, Jan. 26.
Marshall community members who are
subscribed to MU Alert are asked to be sure
that they have received the message that
morning. If a message has not been received
by noon, a subscriber should review and
update his or her contact information in the
myMU/MU Alert Web interface. If this
contact information was already correct, but a
message was still not received, then an e-mail should be sent to mualert@marshall.
edu [mailto:mualert@marshall.edu] with details on which contact method (text, e-mail, voice)
did not work as expected.
The most recent test of the system occurred Sept. 8, 2021.
Members of the immediate Marshall community (students, faculty and staff) who would like to
subscribe or update their information for this test are asked to visit www.marshall.
edu/MyMU [http://www.marshall.edu/MyMU], log in, click on the MU Alert triangle and
complete their subscription or update by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 25.
The MU Alert system, which is operated by Marshall and delivered through the Blackboard
Connect™ service, allows Marshall students, faculty and staff to provide several methods for the
university to use when making emergency contacts. Most common are text messages, cell phone
calls and e-mail.
MU Alert is used solely for the purpose of alerting the Marshall University community in an
emergency. Emergency notifications are limited to those concerning urgent health and safety
concerns for Marshall University students, faculty or staff; or disruption of normal university
functions due to weather, crime or other concerns. Alerts are issued to increase awareness about
a criminal incident to promote safety and aid in the prevention of similar crimes.
Marshall University officials determine if and when alerts related to criminal incidents are issued
based on a number of factors, including when information becomes known. Alerts are sent when
a serious crime occurs that demonstrates an ongoing threat to the campus community. The
Marshall University Police Department reviews the known details of each reported criminal
incident on a case-by-case basis with the safety of the campus community in mind.
The following criteria are considered before issuing an MUAlert regarding a criminal incident:

•
•

•
•

Did a crime occur?
Did the crime occur on campus property or on other Clery reportable property? (More
information about Clery reporting geographical areas is available in the university’s
Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.)
Is the crime a Clery reportable crime? (More information about Clery reporting is
available in the university’s Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.)
Is there a serious or continuing threat to the campus community?

More information about the MU Alert system is available at www.marshall.
edu/emergency/mualert [http://www.marshall.edu/emergency/mualert].

Facebook Live event to discuss revision knee replacement
JANUARY 18, 2022
Marshall Orthopaedics is hosting a free Facebook Live
event discussing revision knee replacement surgery on
Thursday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. Board-certified, fellowshiptrained orthopaedic surgeons Matthew W. Bullock,
D.O., and Alexander T. Caughran, M.D., will lead the
information session. Real patients will also be
interviewed to share their perspectives about the
diagnosis, surgery and recovery process as well as give
tips to others considering revision surgery. The event
will be streamed at facebook.com/MarshallOrthopaedics. For more information, contact Chad
Fisher at fisher47@marshall.edu or 304-691-1262.

Download your Santa pictures
Photos with Santa taken at the annual staff holiday party Dec. 13 may be accessed
at https://muphotos.marshall.edu/Events/Holiday-Events/121321-Santa-Photos/.

Marshall scientist receives early career award in
neuropharmacology
JANUARY 18, 2022
Brandon J. Henderson, Ph.D., an assistant professor of biomedical
sciences at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine, has been named a 2022 recipient of the Division of
Neuropharmacology Early Career Award by the American Society
for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET).

public outreach.

Henderson was recognized for his seminal and timely research on
how flavorants in electronic cigarettes enhance reward for
vaporized nicotine as well as his commitment to mentoring and

Since joining the Marshall University faculty in 2017 and establishing his independent research
group at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Henderson has authored or co-authored 20
papers in peer-reviewed journals and one book chapter. He has presented his work nationally in

20 invited talks and obtained three grants from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to date,
including a R00, R21 and a R01, one of the most competitive grants issued by the
NIH. Henderson serves as an associate editor for one journal, a reviewer for more than 20
journals, and has also been a member of eight NIH study sections.
Henderson is one of two recipients of the national award, which will be presented as part of the
ASPET annual meeting in April.

RCBI donates robots, drones to engage students in STEM

JANUARY 18, 2022
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) has awarded robot and drone
kits to student groups across West Virginia and southeastern Ohio
to increase the number of youths – particularly girls – engaged in
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) activities.
More than 300 young people, including 145 girls, are expected to
benefit from the donations.
“STEM education is increasingly important in today’s
technology-centric world,” said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director
and CEO. “Not enough young people are pursuing careers in
these in-demand occupations. By introducing youngsters – particularly underrepresented girls –
to robotics and drone technology through hands-on competitions, we hope to show them that
sustainable careers in STEM fields are attainable.”
RCBI chose the awardees because of their commitment to participate in statewide robotics and
drone competitions sponsored by RCBI and other STEM-focused groups and their proposals to
recruit female participants.
Robot awardees are Barboursville Middle School in Cabell County; Smithtown Robotics in
Monongalia County; Pendleton Builders 4-H Club in Pendleton County, a non-school-ororganization-affiliated group from Kanawha County; and Tri-State STEM + M Early College
High School in Lawrence County, Ohio.
Drone kit awardees are Charleston Catholic High School in Kanawha County and Tri-State
STEM + M Early College High School in Lawrence County, Ohio.

RCBI will host a VEX IQ Robotics Competition Feb. 12 and a RAD Drone Competition Feb. 13
in Huntington. Teams will compete for a chance to advance to the state tournaments for each
event in Fairmont.
RCBI’s robot and drone awards and student competitions are made possible through the financial
support of the NASA West Virginia Space Grant Consortium with assistance from the NASA
IV&V Education Resource Center, the West Virginia Robotics Alliance, Marshall University
and dozens of volunteers.
To learn more about our STEM events and opportunities, visit the Maker Vault page
at www.rcbi.org/maker-vault/.
_______
Photo: More than 300 young people in West Virginia and southeastern Ohio will engage in
hands-on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) learning, thanks to an RCBI
initiative that donated robots and drones to student groups in the region.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Jan. 5, 2022
Students: 277
Faculty: 14
Staff*: 56
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 26, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-19-2022.
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